
Day 01 - 2019 
 
On arrival at Auckland International Airport you will be met by a representative of Southern Crossings 
who will hand over your New Zealand documentation and transfer you by private vehicle to the 
Domestic Airport prior to your onward flight. 
 
Fly Auckland to Queenstown (cost not included) 
Suggested flight schedule dependent on international flights 
 
On arrival at Queenstown Domestic Airport you will be met by your private driver and vehicle and 
transferred to your accommodation (approximately 1 hour’s journey along the scenic shores of Lake 
Wakatipu). 
 
Accommodation for three nights in a King Lodge Room including pre dinner drinks, dinner and breakfast 
at: 
Blanket Bay 
Glenorchy 
Near Queenstown 

Day 02 - 2019 
 
This morning you will be met at your accommodation by your private helicopter for your flight to the 
spectacular Milford Sound. 
 
You will fly through the grandeur of the Alps over rainforests, frozen lakes, and majestic Milford to the 
heart of Fiordland. You will make a glacier landing giving you an opportunity to explore. Enjoy the views 
of the glaciers with their many crevasses and blue and green ice falls. 
 
You will be returned to your accommodation on conclusion of your excursion (approximately 1 hour’s 
total duration). 
 
Later today enjoy your exciting wilderness tour and shared jet boat excursion. Following your briefing 
you will journey by four-wheel-drive coach through the back roads to the upper reaches of the scenic 
Dart River. You may enjoy an optional guided forest walk en route. From the upper Dart River enjoy an 
exhilarating and scenic jet boat ride (approximately 3 hours duration). 

Day 03 - 2019 
 
While at leisure at Blanket Bay we recommend the following optional local experiences: 
- Visit any of the dozens of surreal film sites used in the Lord of the Rings, the Hobbit, and other movies. 
- View the beautiful alpine and farmland scenery of Glenorchy from horseback. 
- Explore the hidden side streams, rock pools and narrow canyons in the undeniably entertaining ‘Fun 
Yaks’ (like kayaks). 
- Hike the famed Routeburn Track. 
 
Enjoy the facilities available at the lodge such as the games room, self service bar, pool table, TV 
lounge, cards tables and shuffle board, fully equipped gym, steam rooms and spa, outdoor lap pool, 
private jetty with boat and mountain bikes and canoes. 

Day 04 - 2019 
 
This morning you will be met at your accommodation by your private driver and vehicle and transferred 
to Queenstown Domestic Airport prior to your onward flight (approximately 1 hour’s). 
 
 
Fly Queenstown to Christchurch (cost not included) 
On arrival at Christchurch Domestic Airport, collect your full size automatic rental vehicle including daily 
insurance, unlimited kilometres, accident excess reduction and GPS and drive to your accommodation 
in Kaikoura (approximately 2 hours 45 minutes’ drive). 
 
Accommodation for two nights in a One Bedroom Treehouse including dinner and breakfast at: 
Hapuku Lodge 
Kaikoura 



Day 05 - 2019 
 
This morning enjoy a small group dolphin swim cruise, swimming with the dusky dolphins in their natural 
environment. 
 
The dusky dolphins inhabit the coastal waters off Kaikoura all year round, making the region unique in 
that wild dolphins can be encountered every day, weather permitting. Renowned for their acrobatic 
leaps and interactive behavior, you will have a stunning encounter in which you will gain an 
understanding of the dolphins in their natural environment (approximately 4 hours total duration – 2 to 2 
½ hours onboard). 
 
This afternoon whilst at leisure in the Kaikoura area we recommend the following optional local 
experiences: 
- Kaikoura is famous for its marine life, particularly seals, dolphins and whales. Whale-watching is a 
must do and can be enjoyed year round on a cruise or from the air in a helicopter or light plane. 
- Spend a few hours fishing out on the ocean and have your chef cook up your spoils for dinner. 
- Be sure to check out ‘street food’, Kaikoura style: divine crayfish (lobster) from ‘Seafood BBQ’, a 
caravan-come-restaurant serving up crayfish right on the beach. 
- Walkers will love the Peninsula Walkway for its beautiful coastal views. 
- See the many different species of seabirds that call Kaikoura home, including albatross, gannets, 
shags and penguins. 

Day 06 - 2019 
 
Today drive to Picton Ferry Terminal and return your rental vehicle prior to your onward water taxi 
journey (approximately 2 hours’ drive). 
 
Depart Picton aboard your private water taxi 
Arrive Bay of Many Coves Resort 
 
Accommodation for two nights in a One Bedroom Apartment including breakfast at: 
Bay of Many Coves Resort 
Marlborough Sounds 

Day 07 - 2019 
 
While at leisure at Bay of Many Coves Resort we recommend the following optional local experiences: 
- The Sounds is full of marine life including dolphins, seals and sometimes even whales, all of which can 
be seen on scenic cruise. 
- Put your walking shoes on and take to the beautifully scenic Queen Charlotte Track which winds its 
way through rainforest, along deserted beaches, and atop ridgelines with stunning coastal views. The 
track can also be explored on mountain bike. 
- Of course, fresh seafood is aplenty here so be sure to sample mussels, scallops, blue cod, tarakihi 
and snapper, and wash it all down with a bottle of Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. 
- Try your hand at hooking a fish on a fishing charter, and have it cooked up onboard for lunch, or later 
back at your resort for dinner. 
- Learn some of New Zealand’s early history at historic Ship Cove, one of Captain James Cook’s 
favourite anchorages. 
- Take a cruise out to one of the handful of remote lodges for lunch or dinner. 
- Pack a picnic hamper and be dropped off at your very own remote beach with only the odd weka 
(swamp hen) to disturb you. 
- Bird watchers won’t want to miss Motuara Island, a predator free sanctuary home to some of New 
Zealand’s rarest birds including Little Blue Penguins, Rowi Kiwi’s, and the harmonic Bellbird. 
- Have the staff escort you to a secret spot in the surrounding bush where you can find dozens of 
twinkling glow worms. 
- Indulge in a Maori inspired spa experience at Miritu Spa. 
- Take the kids to Double Cove, a marine sanctuary with incredibly tame fish who will eat right from your 
hand. 

Day 08 - 2019 
 
This morning depart Bay of Many Coves Resort aboard your private water taxi. 
 
On arrival at Picton Ferry Terminal you will be met by your private driver and vehicle and transferred to 
Blenheim Airport prior to your onward flight (approximately 30 minutes journey). 



Fly Blenheim to Rotorua (cost not included) 
 
On arrival at Rotorua Airport, collect your full size automatic rental vehicle including daily insurance, 
unlimited kilometres, accident excess reduction and GPS and drive to your accommodation 
(approximately 30 minutes’ drive). 
 
Accommodation for two nights in a King Executive Suite including pre dinner drinks, dinner, breakfast 
and light lunch at: 
Solitaire Lodge 
Lake Tarawera 
Rotorua 

Day 09 - 2019 
 
This morning drive to the Rotorua lakefront and meet your helicopter for a small group excursion to 
experience the thrill of combining landings on both Mount Tarawera and White Island. The contrast 
between these two volcanoes couldn’t be more amazing, from the heights of Mount Tarawera’s summit 
to the active crater floor and steaming crater lake of White Island. 
 
During your flight enjoy views of the geothermal activity and colours over Rotorua before landing on 
Mount Tarawera, a dormant volcano, and enjoying expansive views of mighty domes and craters 
formed during the 1886 eruption. This eruption devastated much of the surrounding area and features 
predominantly in local history. 
 
Leaving Mount Tarawera you track past Mount Edgecombe before crossing the coast for White Island – 
its lunar landscape and steaming volcanic vents are surreal. Upon landing on White Island enjoy a 
guided tour (conditions permitting) taking you past steaming fumaroles and bubbling activity, to the edge 
of the crater lake to view the roaring volcanic vent known as ‘PJ’. 
 
Return to land at Rotorua lakefront (approximately 3 hours 30 minutes duration). 
 
This afternoon whilst at leisure at Solitaire Lodge we recommend the following signature experiences: 
- Take a private boat across the lake to hidden natural hot springs, and have them all to yourself. 
- Cycle through native forest, past untouched lakes and through multi coloured thermal areas on easy 
tracks, and finish with a dip in natural hot pools. 
- Board a speedboat across the lake to the Tarawera Stream and enjoy a half day hike through native 
bush to the spectacular Tarawera Falls. 
- Explore the lake on complimentary kayaks and motorized dinghies. 

Day 10 - 2019 
 
Today drive to Auckland (approximately 3 hours 15 minutes’ drive). 
 
We suggest driving via the Waitomo area to visit the famed Waitomo Glow-Worm Caves to marvel over 
the ancient underground labyrinth of limestone caves and grottos (tour is approximately 1 hours 
duration and a reservation is required) (cost additional and extra driving time required). 
 
Accommodation for one night in a Luxury Marina View Room including breakfast at: 
Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour 
Auckland 

Day 11 - 2019 
 
Today drive to the Bay of Islands region (approximately 4 hours’ drive). 
 
We suggest a scenic detour from the SH1 after passing Dome Valley before reaching Wellsford, make a 
right turn to Mangawhai and continue to Lang’s beach and Waipu Cove, rejoining SH1 at Waipu. 
 
Accommodation for three nights in a King Suite including pre dinner drinks, dinner and breakfast at: 
The Lodge at Kauri Cliffs 
Matauri Bay 
Bay of Islands 

 



Day 12 and Day 13 - 2019 
 
While at leisure at The Lodge at Kauri Cliffs we recommend the following optional local experiences: 
- Charter a yacht for a sailing excursion through glittering bays, past untouched islands, and to isolated 
golden beaches. Or do it by air with a private helicopter! 
- Visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds to learn the history between Maori and New Zealand Europeans, 
and discover why this spot is so sacred. 
- Explore the historic village of Russell, dine at its beachside restaurants and try to imagine how this 
adorable village was once known as the ‘Hell-hole of the Pacific’. 
- Go on a dolphin spotting cruise, or even join them on a dolphin swimming excursion. 
- Dive or snorkel on one of the country’s most celebrated dive locations, the Poor Knights Islands. 
- Visit the town of Kerikeri, home to the oldest buildings in the country. 
- Cruise to Cape Brett and the famous ‘Hole in the Rock’. 
- Try and land a trophy fish on a fishing charter. 
- Relax on one of the lodges three private beaches, Waiaua Beach, Pink Beach or Takou, where you 
can even take surf lessons. 
- Take advantage of the many onsite activities including tennis, mountain biking, nature walks, bird 
spotting, and of course, golfing on one of the world’s 100 top golf courses. 
- Tour the farm by 4WD or horseback to see the sheep dogs at work, watch the shearers shearing and 
spot the adorable lambs (in season). 

Day 14 - 2019 
Today drive to Kerikeri Airport and return your rental vehicle prior to your onward flight (approximately 
30 minutes’ drive). 
Fly Kerikeri to Auckland (cost not included) 
On arrival at the Auckland Domestic Airport terminal you will be met by your private driver and vehicle 
and transferred to the Auckland International Airport terminal prior to your onward flight. 
Depart Auckland. 

 


